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Planning Restrictions

Prior to the initial Willmott Dixon commission
there was a previous scheme on the site by a
different design team. The previous scheme for
a new multi storey car park and station entrance
on the site was reviewed by the Darlington
Borough Council (DBC) Planning Department.
The planning officers had some concerns over
the previous scheme, as outlined below:
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Impact on outlook from the properties

Proximity distance between properties and the car
park (overbearingness)

Overlooking concerns

Noise, nuisance and disturbance from activities
associated with the car park

Security/antisocial behaviour

To understanding the need for proposed car parking
provision

Are there ways to reduce parking provision and
encourage other means of transport (buses/taxis/
cycle etc)

To understand rationale for locating the car park in
close proximity to the residential properties. Can the
building be located elsewhere within the site?

Impact on heritage assets
Scale and footprint of the proposed building

Design of the building and impact on visual
appearance of a main road
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The grade II* listed Bank Top Station was originally
opened in 1842 and designed by Architect John
Green.

The station was subsequently replaced in 1861
by a new station designed by Thomas Proser, in
which large parts of the North, South and Central
Ranges still remain.

In 1887 Architect William Bell greatly expanded
the existing station with extended platforms and
added the prominent Portico and Clock Tower.

Our proposed site is located directly opposite the
eastern elevation of Bank Top Station. The 320m
elevation forms what would have been the back
of the original station which has no public access
and has less decorative features than the western
side of the station.

Bell’'s station incorporates a large section of
Prosser’s 1861 train shed east wall, distinguished
from the 1887 part by its lack of ventilation
openings.
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Entrance Design Options

The design of the concourse entrance developed throughout the design
process. Multiple different massing options were used to explore the scale,
location and design of the entrance.

Full Length Entrance Reduced Entrance

Triple Barrel Entrance
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Angular Entrance

Corner Entrance
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Angular Entrance Vaulted Entrance Roundhouse Entrance
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Station Design Overlapping Forms

We have developed a design language of different
blocks which wrap over, under and around one
another with varying levels of transparency and
openness.

The separation of layers is designed to articulate
the circulation across the site as well as create a
dynamic form generating a sense of movement
across the building mass.

North

. Retail Hub
2. Expressed Circulation
3. Operational Hub
4. MSCP Upper Deck

5. MSCP Lower Deck

6. Car Park Circulation
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The MSCP is to be wrapped
in vertical fins with varying
spacings to create movement
across the elevation. The fins
have a semi open feel to the
MSCP which changes from
different angles

The frame is independent from
the cladding and is designed

to maximise the amount of
parking whilst providing efficient
circulation

The base level of the MSCP
has masonry clad columns and
a projecting runner course with
inset brick and mesh cladding
panels. The base is designed to
reflect the masonry cladding to
the existing station
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The full height glazed to the north
articulates the entrance, to the south
full height glazing again highlights
the end of the circulation. The
concourse which connects the two
efficiently moves passengers from
entrance to platforms

Including waiting rooms, WCs,
passenger facilities and offices at
bridge level for railway staff

Including the ticketing hall as well as
shops and cafés. The hub acts as
the destination part of the scheme

Is a contemporary take on the
eastern elevation of Darlington
Station with projecting brick piers
and runner course over the top.
Recessed windows and masonry
panels puncture the elevation.

Design Strategy
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Railings

Parking Decks

Structural column

Metal cladding, standing seam cladding
or shingles

Aluminium louvres for ventilation, colour
to match metal cladding

Brick projecting runner course and piers
reflecting Bank Top Station

Projecting Aerofoil profile capping to
vertical mullions

perforated aluminium spandral panels for
ventilation

Recessed brick panel

PPC Aluminium curtain wall

Hard landscaping

MSCP
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The station concourse is connected to the existing
station via a new pedestrian link bridge to the
south of the concourse. The 75m long link bridge
will include lifts, stairs and escalator access to
the new platforms to the south.

The link bridge will connect to the southern end of
the concourse at Level 05, via a small connecting
bridge which will lead on to the primary bridge. To
the end of the link bridge will an access/ escape
stair.

Darlington Station
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Multi-storey
car park
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Vertical aluminium louvre 200mm deep,
@ 600-400mm centres

Structural column

Structural edge protection

Continuous linear bracket to support louvres
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Masonry plinth and projecting runner course
to ground floor

Infill architectural mesh panel

Hard landscaping
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- |_and to be acquired

Under Acquiring Aurthority Control
or Network Rail Land

Not under Acquiring Authority
Control but not objecting and
negotiations progressing

Not under Acquiring Authority
- Control and objecting to the CPO
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