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Planning Restrictions
Prior to the initial Willmott Dixon commission 
there was a previous scheme on the site by a 
different design team. The previous scheme for 
a new multi storey car park and station entrance 
on the site was reviewed by the Darlington 
Borough Council (DBC) Planning Department. 
The planning officers had some concerns over 
the previous scheme, as outlined below:

• Impact on outlook from the properties

• Proximity distance between properties and the car 
park (overbearingness)

• Overlooking concerns

• Noise, nuisance and disturbance from activities 
associated with the car park

• Security/antisocial behaviour

• To understanding the need for proposed car parking 
provision

• Are there ways to reduce parking provision and 
encourage other means of transport (buses/taxis/
cycle etc)

• To understand rationale for locating the car park in 
close proximity to the residential properties. Can the 
building be located elsewhere within the site?

• Impact on heritage assets

• Scale and footprint of the proposed building

• Design of the building and impact on visual 
appearance of a main road
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Site Analysis
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Site Constraints
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Site Photos

View of Garbutt Square car park entrance View of commercial properties on Garbutt Square junction

Grade II listed St Johns Church

View of commercial properties on St Johns Place

Existing Garbutt Square surface car par
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Bank Top Station Significance

Existing Garbutt Square surface car park and existing station eastern elevation

Entrance Portico Northern Gable of Engine Sheds from North Ramp

The grade II* listed Bank Top Station was originally 
opened in 1842 and designed by Architect John 
Green. 

The station was subsequently replaced in 1861 
by a new station designed by Thomas Proser, in 
which large parts of the North, South and Central 
Ranges still remain. 

In 1887 Architect William Bell greatly expanded 
the existing station with extended platforms and 
added the prominent Portico and Clock Tower.

Our proposed site is located directly opposite the 
eastern elevation of Bank Top Station. The 320m 
elevation forms what would have been the back 
of the original station which has no public access 
and has less decorative features than the western 
side of the station.

Bell’s station incorporates a large section of 
Prosser’s 1861 train shed east wall, distinguished 
from the 1887 part by its lack of ventilation 
openings.
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Historic Significance

Diagram taken from Page 6 from North of England Civic Trust - Statement of Significance

 

Statement of Significance 

March 2017 66 Bank Top Station, Darlington 

CChhaarraacctteerr  aarreeaass  

11..2211 Understanding of the site and its significance has 

been broken down into the following character areas, based 

on land use, function and character: 

1 Station Building 

2 Railway Corridor 

3 Central Park Area 

4 Parkgate and St John’s Area 

5 Neasham Road Area 

6 Hargreave Tce, Victoria Road, Clifton Road Area 

7 Ring Road & Civic Area 

11..2222 Below are the subdivisions of the station building 

itself referred to in the document, using an 1887 base. 
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55  NNEEAASSHHAAMM  RROOAADD  
AARREEAA  

66  HHAARRGGRREEAAVVEE  
TTEERRRRAACCEE,,  VVIICCTTOORRIIAA  

RROOAADD,,  CCLLIIFFTTOONN  
RROOAADD  AARREEAA  

77  RRIINNGG  RROOAADD  AANNDD  
CCIIVVIICC  AARREEAA  

District Engineer’s 
Office 
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Office 

Cattle Market 

St John’s Church 

Ramped North 
Entrance 

Portico West Entrance 
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Parkgate Cutting

Existing Retaining Wall Parkgate Cutting Bridge

Parkgate Cutting Bridge New Parkgate Pedestrian Bridge towards Central Park
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Historic Significance

Diagram Pg 38, North of England Civic Trust - Statement of Significance
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Eastern Elevation

EXTRACT FROM THE 1939 REVISION OS MAP

Roof Structure

Projecting brick 
runner course

Projecting brick piers 
with masonry infill
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Railway Architecture

 

Statement of Significance 

March 2017 2222 Bank Top Station, Darlington 

Character Area 3 

CCeennttrraall  PPaarrkk  AArreeaa  

BBAASSIICCSS::  Newly developed business park north of 

Parkgate and east of the Railway Corridor 

LLAANNDD  UUSSEE::  Offices, further education, business units and 

housing. Historically this area was railway 

sidings, operational buildings and terraced 

housing. 

HHEERRIITTAAGGEE::  No designated heritage assets 

11..110066 The area covered now by Central Park was part of the 

operational area of the railway. In 1847, it was GNER land 

with an engine shed and workshops to the east of the track 

bed. In the 1850s the site housed a large engine fitting 

workshop and smithy. By 1898 it had expanded further with 

sidings, cranes and a large circular engine shed. 

11..110077 The part closest to Parkgate was first developed as 

terraced housing in the early 1800s. Sowerby’s 1847 plan 

shows housing around four streets with further streets and 

undeveloped plots marked to the east and south. The four 

terraces were named on the 1850s OS map as Railway 

Terrace, Silver Street, Chancery Street and Green Street. 

11..110088 This housing had mostly been cleared by the 1939 

OS revision and, by the late 20th century, there was a series 

of secondary commercial units on the site. In the 2011 

Budget, the site was announced as Central Park Enterprise 

Zone, one of 12 zones in Tees Valley aimed at stimulating 

growth and the only one in Darlington. Enterprise zones 

have a range of financial, planning and infrastructure 

incentives. As a result, it has now been developed with 

recently-completed office and commercial buildings aimed 

at the digital sector. 

11..110099 More business development, housing and a campus 

for Tees Valley University are growing further north in the 

enterprise zone, from where the sidings, engine sheds and 

workshops were cleared in the post-WWII period. As this 

wider area was not inspected, there may be non-designated 

heritage assets relating to the railway which have not been 

identified here. 

 

  
LLOOOOKKIINNGG  NNOORRTTHH  FFRROOMM  BBAANNKK  TTOOPP  SSTTNN  FFOOOOTTBBRRIIDDGGEE,,  11996611  

 
BBUUSSIINNEESSSS  CCEENNTTRRAALL  NNEEWWLLYY  OOPPEENNEEDD  IINN  22001155  

 
BBUUSSIINNEESSSS  CCEENNTTRRAALL  FFRROOMM  PPAARRKKGGAATTEE  

 
NNAATTIIOONNAALL  BBIIOOLLOOGGIICCSS  MMAANNUUFFAACCTTUURRIINNGG  CCEENNTTRREE  

EEXXTTRRAACCTTSS  FFRROOMM  TTHHEE  33rrdd  EEDDIITTIIOONN  OOSS  MMAAPPSS,,  11991155..  OOFF  TTHHEE  RRAAIILLWWAAYY  IINNFFRRAASSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE,,  AALLLL  BBUUTT  TTOODDAAYY’’SS  OOPPEERRAATTIIOONNAALL  LLIINNEESS  
HHAAVVEE  BBEEEENN  CCLLEEAARREEDD..  TTHHEE  TTEERRRRAACCEEDD  HHOOUUSSIINNGG  NNOORRTTHH  OOFF  PPAARRKKGGAATTEE  AANNDD  EEAASSTT  OOFF  TTHHEE  RRAAIILLWWAAYY  CCOORRRRIIDDOORR  WWAASS  DDEEMMOOIISSHHEEDD  
PPOOSSTT--WWWWIIII  AANNDD  IISS  NNOOWW  TTHHEE  SSIITTEE  OOFF  CCOOMMMMEERRCCIIAALL  DDEEVVEELLOOPPMMEENNTT  AASS  PPAARRTT  OOFF  TTHHEE  CCEENNTTRRAALL  PPAARRKK  EENNTTEERRPPRRIISSEE  ZZOONNEE  

Extracts From The 3rd Edition Os Maps 1915, taken from Page 24 
North of England Civic Trust - Statement of Significance

image courtesy of the Armstrong Railway Photographic Trust

image courtesy of the Neville Wellings

image courtesy of the Armstrong Railway Photographic Trust
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Initial Site Options
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Concourse Development
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Entrance Design Options

Reduced EntranceFull Length Entrance Angular Entrance Corner Entrance

Vaulted Entrance Triple Barrel Entrance Full Arch Entrance Rotunda Entrance

The design of the concourse entrance developed throughout the design 
process. Multiple different massing options were used to explore the scale, 
location and design of the entrance.
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Developed Options

Preferred Option
Vaulted Entrance Roundhouse EntranceAngular Entrance
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design
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Station Design Overlapping Forms

1. Retail Hub

2. Expressed Circulation

3. Operational Hub

4. MSCP Upper Deck

5. MSCP Lower Deck

6. Car Park Circulation

1

2

3

4

5

6

We have developed a design language of different 
blocks which wrap over, under and around one 
another with varying levels of transparency and 
openness. 

The separation of layers is designed to articulate 
the circulation across the site as well as create a 
dynamic form generating a sense of movement 
across the building mass.
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Station Design

Station

Multi-Storey Car Park

Veil Wrap

The MSCP is to be wrapped 
in vertical fins with varying 
spacings to create movement 
across the elevation. The fins 
have a semi open feel to the 
MSCP which changes from 
different angles 

MSCP Frame

The frame is independent from 
the cladding and is designed 
to maximise the amount of 
parking whilst providing efficient  
circulation

Heritage Base

The base level of the MSCP 
has masonry clad columns and 
a projecting runner course with 
inset brick and mesh cladding 
panels. The base is designed to 
reflect the masonry cladding to 
the existing station

Historic Reflection

Is a contemporary take on the 
eastern elevation of Darlington 
Station with projecting brick piers 
and runner course over the top. 
Recessed windows and masonry 
panels puncture the elevation.

Retail Hub

Including the ticketing hall as well as 
shops and cafés. The hub acts as 
the destination part of the scheme

Operational Hub

Including waiting rooms, WCs, 
passenger facilities and offices at 
bridge level for railway staff

Expressed Circulation

The full height glazed to the north 
articulates the entrance, to the south 
full height glazing again highlights 
the end of the circulation. The 
concourse which connects the two 
efficiently moves passengers from 
entrance to platforms
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Concourse Cladding

Railings

Structural column

Brick projecting runner course and piers 
reflecting Bank Top Station

Parking Decks

Recessed brick panel

PPC Aluminium curtain wall

Projecting Aerofoil profile capping to
vertical mullions

perforated aluminium spandral panels for 
ventilation

Hard landscaping

Metal cladding, standing seam cladding 
or shingles

Aluminium louvres for ventilation, colour 
to match metal cladding

Roof Structure

Projecting brick 
runner course

Projecting brick 
piers with masonry 

infill
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Rotunda Entrance

image courtesy of the Armstrong Railway Photographic Trust Rotunda Entrance
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Bridge Link
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Void

Ramp

1 : 300

Report Plan_LEVEL 04-05

4.12 Link Bridge
The station concourse is connected to the existing 
station via a new pedestrian link bridge to the 
south of the concourse. The 75m long link bridge 
will include lifts, stairs and escalator access to 
the new platforms to the south.

The link bridge will connect to the southern end of 
the concourse at Level 05, via a small connecting 
bridge which will lead on to the primary bridge. To 
the end of the link bridge will an access/ escape 
stair.

The design of the link bridge and access stairs 
are outside the scope of this project. The link 
bridge will be developed by a separate design 
team.
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Please note that building cladding and landscaping materials are in draft format only and are only shown for illustrative purposes
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MSCP Cladding

Vertical aluminium louvre 200mm deep, 
@ 600-400mm centres

Structural column

Continuous linear bracket to support louvres

Parking Decks

Masonry plinth and projecting runner course 
to ground floor

Infill architectural mesh panel

Hard landscaping

Structural edge protection
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Gateway West
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Anticipated accommodation works along new frontage 
boundaries and Sympathetically considered treatment of 
retained gable end to possibly include public art. 
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Access to be restricted for loading only. 
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Priority crossing of raised junction. 
Facilitates main pedestrian thoroughfare. 

Entrance to DarlingtonShelter Railway Station 

cube seating at each end 

Specimen tree planting within soft landscape areas 

Hornbeam hedge planting (ready hedge 1.2m high) 
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Proposed parking restrictions (double yellow lines / bus stops) are shown 
in orange. Proposed carriageway lining is shown in black. 
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Entrance to Darlingtonpedestrian movements. 
Railway Station 
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pedestrian movements. 
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facilitate vehicular access to car park. 
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new station frontage. 

Raided priority crossing over 
junction of back lane / Willow 
Place Existing Site Photos 

Decorative planting to include ornamental 
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year round interest and amenity. 
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1 width lay-by for 
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View north along western facade of station. 

Design Precedents 

Waverly Terrace closed at its junction 
with Park Lane. Turning facility 
provided to accommodate refuge 
vehicle.
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1 width lay-by for inbound bus Corten (weathered steel) planters provide animation to the public space and protection View towards station from Victoria Road. 
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assist the visually impaired to orientate 
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points and the new public realm. Lighting 
and wayfinding strategy will also assist so 
that the public legibility is clear and well 
defined.

Soft landscape detailing within the raised planters to include species to improve habitat New hardworks palette. 
for pollinators and  create year round amenity interest. 

Raised steel planters incorporate robust seating with concrete cubes abutted Indicative area of boundary wall to be removed to facilitate new vehicular access to 
0 5 10 15 20m to one side. existing car park. 

Notes:

Drawing to be read in conjunction with: 
· Site Location Plan drawing 137379/8001 
· Indicative Landscape Sections drawing 137379/8003 
· Proposed Engineering Layout drawing SGMSCP-FHT-Z0-SL-DR-C-00050 
· Proposed Drainage Details Sheet 1 SGMSCP-FHT-Z0-SL-DR-C-00051 
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CPO Site Boundaries

Re
v 

:

Da
te

 : Dr
aw

n 
:

Sc
al

e 
:

Cl
ie

nt
 :

Pr
oj

ec
t :

Dr
aw

in
g 

No
 :

Jo
b 

Nu
m

be
r :

Al
l d

im
en

sio
ns

 to
 b

e 
ch

ec
ke

d 
on

 s
ite

.

DO
 N

O
T 

SC
AL

E 
FR

O
M

 D
RA

W
IN

G
.

Di
sc

re
pa

nc
ie

s 
am

bi
gu

itie
s 

an
d/

or
 o

m
iss

io
ns

 b
et

we
en

 th
is 

dr
aw

in
g

an
d 

in
fo

rm
at

io
n 

gi
ve

n 
el

se
wh

er
e 

m
us

t b
e 

re
po

rte
d 

im
m

ed
ia

te
ly 

to

th
e 

ar
ch

ite
ct

 b
ef

or
e 

pr
oc

ee
di

ng
.

TH
IS

 D
RA

W
IN

G
 IS

 C
O

PY
RI

G
HT

.

Th
is 

dr
aw

in
g 

is 
to

 b
e 

re
ad

 in
 c

on
ju

nc
tio

n 
wi

th
 d

ra
wi

ng
s:

-

AM
EN

DM
EN

T

R
C

Re
v

Dr
aw

in
g 

:

Da
te

No
te

s:

NA
PP

ER

Na
pp

er
 A

rc
hi

te
ct

s 
Lt

d

3 
W

at
er

lo
o 

Sq
ua

re

Ne
wc

as
tle

 u
po

n 
Ty

ne

NE
1 

4D
R

Te
l: 

01
91

 2
61

04
91

in
fo

@
na

pp
er

ar
ch

ite
ct

s.
co

.u
k 

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

 w
ww

.n
ap

pe
ra

rc
hi

te
ct

s.
co

.u
k

Fi
rs

t F
lo

or
, 6

 B
ak

er
s 

Ya
rd

Lo
nd

on

EC
1R

 3
DD

Te
l: 

02
03

 9
06

68
14

Land to be acquired

Not under Acquiring Authority 
Control but not objecting and 
negotiations progressing

Not under Acquiring Authority 
Control and objecting to the CPO

Under Acquiring Aurthority Control 
or Network Rail Land

M
P 

0.
25

Area
Play

DW

DW

Car Park

El Sub Sta

Car Park

ES
S

DW

FB

Weir

FB

TCB

LB

Mast (Telecommunication)

11

4
2

14

28

10

9

19

1

16

5

23

39

Hall

9

8

17

Garrick Court

37

6

Albery Place

15

27

2

9

16 31

3

25

29

33
35

15 1711

10

23

12

25

53

7

1

29

1

Church

6
8

1

10

3

18

1

3

25 29

2

9

2

27

2

4

5

2119

30

31

4

69
65

25

41

5

24

29

1

53

63

28

El Sub Sta

6
4

Surgery

26

4

13

2

20
22

16

1

71

2

13

6

67

39

55

2

30

1

1

11

2

28 to
38

27

18

26

41 to 55

29 to
39

56 to
70

80

57
 to

67

85
 to

99

Amb

1

W
illo

w

64

5

4

3

10
8

16

27

67

6

43

50

17

53

15

11a

70

18

39

28

2

29

3

60

Shelters

7 to 11

12

2

Hall

21

2

45

22

28

22
a

22

24

PH

33

1412 16

23

1 
to 32

4

21

St John's Church

Pem
broke Court

Shelter

Sta

14

81

14

1

93

8 to
14

PH

95

4

36

99

7

30

25

14

91

24

14

7a

24

H
ot

el

8

2

108

11

7

20

111

31

21

117

127 Th
e 

C
oa

ch
m

an

5

89

2

176

4

121

1

122

3

25

13

1

95

16

1

94

2

12
5a

1

109

81

92

84
Surgery

Bankside Court

95 to
97

125

Pl
ac

e

133

82 84

Shelter

Shelter

25

59

37

85

El Sub Sta

71

31

1

62

45

14

45

24

39

30

65

34

21

12

46

42

41

8

77

7

16

18

17

9

51

25

69

68

72

57

11

33

5

67

41

55

8

14

2

1

75

4

1

6

10

49

19
15

73

56
52

80

66

9

4

12

2

26

32

6

28

35

47

4

22

47

11

79

70

61

60

57

38

10

48

87

22

40

79

32

4

3

71

20

43

74

43

54

Fire Station

7

51

3

58

37

53

81

36

44

63

49

83

5

23

H
al

l

29

50

PW

Health Centre

el

39

2

Sorting Office

14

2

3

10
6

14

16

81

13

25

4

107 1

77

91

75

13

24

16

10
2

22
109

4

3

13

2

28

21

8

1

1

2

El Sub Sta

4

95

2

12

Shelter

33
32

45
30

El Sub Sta

4411

57

60

1

1

158

19

1

2

39

14

32

32

39

42

Cattle

12

46

24

39

48

25

34

13

27

22

13

37

Market

28

43
41

38
38

a

40

KING

WILL
IAM STREET

W
ES

LE
Y

PE
E

YARM ROAD

ST
R

EE
T

THOMAS COURT

THOMAS STREET

CLOSE

NEASHAM
 RO

AD

SQUARE

GARBUTT

APPLEBY

PE
NS

BU
RY

 S
TR

EE
T

NORTH EASTERN TERRACE

PARKGATE

CRES
CEN

T

ST JO
HN'S

H
IR

D
 S

TR
EE

T

C
LI

FT
O

N
 R

O
AD

HERBERT STREET

BA
C

KH
O

U
SE

GEORGE STREET

VICTORIA ROAD

BE
DF

OR
D 

ST
RE

ET

WAVERLEY TERRACE

ST
R

EE
T

BACK LANE

PA
R

K 
ST

RE
ET

PA
R

K 
PL

AC
E

SWAN STREET

HUNTLEY STREET

HA
RG

RE
AV

E 
TE

RR
AC

E

ST
 C

UT
H

BE
R

T'
S 

W
AY

LEONARD STREET

REENWELL STREET

ROCKINGHAM STREET

ACKGREENWELLSTREET

VICTORIA ROAD

Posts

Swan Street

Model Place

C
R

C
R

Ward Bdy

Def

W
ar

d 
Bd

y

C
R

W
ar

d 
Bd

y

OBJT-0023
 W 6° 21' 40.07''
 N 46° 53' 0.11''

OBJT-0023
 W 6° 21' 40.07''
 N 46° 53' 0.11''

PI
CK

 U
P 

/ S
HO

RT
 S

TA
Y

PICK UP / SHORT STAY

BUS
STOP

BUS
STOP

7

2

2

2

3

4

8

5
6

9

12
13
14

2

16

15
20

23
24

22

26

15 26 27

29

28

31

32

30

30

43

39

45

42

11

1

17

19
18

25

21

36

37

34

41

40

38

44

10

2

27

43

14
12

Re
v 

:

Da
te

 : Dr
aw

n 
:

Sc
al

e 
:

Cl
ie

nt
 :

Pr
oj

ec
t :

Dr
aw

in
g 

No
 :

Jo
b 

Nu
m

be
r :

Al
l d

im
en

sio
ns

 to
 b

e 
ch

ec
ke

d 
on

 s
ite

.

DO
 N

O
T 

SC
AL

E 
FR

O
M

 D
RA

W
IN

G
.

Di
sc

re
pa

nc
ie

s 
am

bi
gu

itie
s 

an
d/

or
 o

m
iss

io
ns

 b
et

we
en

 th
is 

dr
aw

in
g

an
d 

in
fo

rm
at

io
n 

gi
ve

n 
el

se
wh

er
e 

m
us

t b
e 

re
po

rte
d 

im
m

ed
ia

te
ly 

to

th
e 

ar
ch

ite
ct

 b
ef

or
e 

pr
oc

ee
di

ng
.

TH
IS

 D
RA

W
IN

G
 IS

 C
O

PY
RI

G
HT

.

Th
is 

dr
aw

in
g 

is 
to

 b
e 

re
ad

 in
 c

on
ju

nc
tio

n 
wi

th
 d

ra
wi

ng
s:

-

AM
EN

DM
EN

T

R
C

Re
v

Dr
aw

in
g 

:

Da
te

No
te

s:

NA
PP

ER

Na
pp

er
 A

rc
hi

te
ct

s 
Lt

d

3 
W

at
er

lo
o 

Sq
ua

re

Ne
wc

as
tle

 u
po

n 
Ty

ne

NE
1 

4D
R

Te
l: 

01
91

 2
61

04
91

in
fo

@
na

pp
er

ar
ch

ite
ct

s.
co

.u
k 

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

 w
ww

.n
ap

pe
ra

rc
hi

te
ct

s.
co

.u
k

Fi
rs

t F
lo

or
, 6

 B
ak

er
s 

Ya
rd

Lo
nd

on

EC
1R

 3
DD

Te
l: 

02
03

 9
06

68
14

North



48NAPPER Darlington Station

CPO Scheme Presentation

Aerial



49NAPPER Darlington Station

CPO Scheme Presentation

Aerial



Napper Architects Ltd     
3 Waterloo Square                                                                                                                                           
Newcastle upon Tyne
NE1 4DR    
                                                                                                             
T: 0191 2610491
E: info@napperarchitects.co.uk                             
W: www.napperarchitects.co.uk      

NAPPER                                                                                                                               

RIBA        Chartered Practice                                                                                       


